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NEW £1TM COMMUNITY CENTRE
in NEWTOWNARDS

A new centre which will enable Newtownards to
address community relations issues was officially
launched on Friday 23 May 2008 by Alexander
Smith, Joint Director General of the International
Fund for Ireland.

Situated on West Street, the building will be used
as a base for The Link Family and Community
Centre, which works with disadvantaged groups,
and provides facilities, support and help to young
people, who are socially excluded, as well as
adults struggling with addiction.

Work at the centre supports social and
community cohesion and enables positive
relationship building and the sharing of

information and resources across the whole
community. The organisation also provides links
between church and community groups, statutory
organisations and the voluntary sector with the
aim of achieving positive community working
together.

The project is being funded by the International
Fund for Ireland which has contributed £627,389
to the scheme and the Community Relations
Council has given £100,000. The remainder of the
funding has been raised through a loan via Ulster

Community Investment Trust (UCIT) and by The
Link Family and Community Centre.

Alexander Smith, Joint Director General,
International Fund for Ireland, said: “We are
delighted to be able to support this project which
will bring major long term benefits in
strengthening and underpinning community life in
the area.

“The International Fund for Ireland is focused on
supporting and enabling community relations and
reconciliation. This project is a perfect example
of that and will enable The Link Family and
Community Centre to expand upon its vital work
by providing one central place to undertake all of
its core activities.”

“This new building will make such a difference to
our organisation,” said Eric Morrison, acting Chair
of The Link. “At present the 11 staff are cramped
into two small offices and there is no space to
meet for confidential or committee business. The
limited space restricts the important programmes
and activities we run. These new facilities will
bring real benefits for the many local people who
use our premises and provide space for groups
from the local community to meet.”
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Christmas is coming. ..

If you are basking in summer sunshine, you probably don’t want to think
about it, but after the sunshine may come the snow, and with it a good
opportunity to support The Link’s Building Project.

The Webb Ivory fundraising catalogue is packed with Christmas cards,
wrap, gift tags, toys and games and a wide range of gifts, some of which

can be personalised at no extra charge.

All the purchases you make generate a donation of up to 25% for The
Link. You can browse through the catalogue at home, and payment is not
required until you receive your purchases and are happy with them.

Catalogues will be available in The Link office or from Elizabeth Murdie. Every order counts so
don’t forget to pick up a catalogue and shop early for Christmas!



CROSS CULTURAL
CONTACTS

During the month of April several of our
female volunteers shared a great programme
with the women of Christian Fellowship
Church Newtownards. Valerie Hutchinson was
our contact.

The CFC group meets each Tuesday morning
from 10.00 am till lunch time. Conscious that
our town is becoming increasingly multi-
cultural, they ran a series of four events
highlighting a different cultural group each
morning.

On the first morning a woman, who was born
in India, told us the story of the Northern
Ireland Indian Community and fascinating
facts about their culture and dress.

A woman from the Chinese Community
brought clothes for the ladies to try on. She
also tried to teach us to write some
characters from the beautiful Chinese
language.

A Lithuanian doctor from the Lagan Valley
Hospital was another visitor. He had come to
Ulster for 3 months, married an Ulster girl and
stayed. He taught the women how to sculpt
snowflakes and trees in paper-a Lithuanian
custom.

Finally, a woman from Colombia, who had
married an Ulsterman, told about the fun
loving happy people in her home country and
taught everyone to salsa.




TOTS TIME . ..

Julia with Caitlyn

Tots Time meets every Monday morning from 10 until 11.30 during term time. This year
we have had a lovely group of children, who come regularly with their mums, carers and
grandmothers. It has been sad to say goodbye to some of our best friends who have
graduated to nursery school but we know that they are enjoying that whole new world,
which opens up their path into school.

We have also welcomed the arrival of some new children, who are discovering all the
delights of the activities offered at Tots Time. New born babies too have been passed
around for a ‘wee nurse’.

Within a very short space of time those little tiny new-borns find a space at the play gym
on a mat on the floor in our baby area and when they can sit up they really enjoy
unpacking the soft toys from the baskets and stacking rings and blocks.

Their bigger friends are very active. Some enjoy digging in the pasta pit. Pasta is new! It
makes a great noise when you dig it with a spade or pour it from a bucket. We replaced
the sand because it went far and wide. Play dough is very popular with those who like
modelling, rolling and cutting. Artistic types enjoy drawing and colouring. Everyone
loves craft time with Julia. Every week we get to take home some fantastic creation.

Mid morning is snack time. The Senior Citizens Lunch Club team always put together a
healthy array of juice, fruit, pancakes, toast, cheese and other yummy goodies to refuel
the Tots. Once the children have been served the adults get a chance to sit down with a
cuppa and a scone to catch up on the week’s news and events. Sometimes a friendly
word of encouragement or concern can set you up to face the rest of the week and it is
always good to have a laugh with friends.



.. . MONDAYS

Amy

Joseph Jack

Physical exercise is very important to us so there is a climbing frame and slide, cars, prams,
bikes and other ride-on vehicles to move about on. We had a visit from Life Start who talked to
the adults about the importance of physical activity for kids. Then they organised a course full
of activities for the children. We like to go out for special trips to the paddling pool, the play
café, the ark farm, Stormont Park etc.

At the end of our Monday sessions we like to sing action songs together finishing with the Good-
bye Song before we head off home tired but happy, looking forward to meeting all our friends
next week again at Tots Time.

Thank you to all who come from everyone on the Tots Time team: Diane, Elizabeth B, Elizabeth
F, Elizabeth M, Jane, Jennifer and Julia. We appreciate the ladies who cater for us at snack
time and thank them for their cheerful service. Also thanks to the kind people who come down
to help us set up in the morning and Jack who scrubs the play mats.

Elizabeth Black

Kesha Lewis




INTRODUCING...

.« « New Board Members

Committee at the recent AGM. She is a qualified nurse and
works as Director of Opportunity Youth. She is married to

ﬂh ’1 Anne-Marie McClure was elected to The Link Management
\
- Sam with one son, Ben.

Sally Campton has also joined The Link Management
Committee. She is presently manager of the Dundonald
Family and Community Project. She is married to (Rev) David
Campton and they have two sons, Owain and Ciaran.

Jonny Currie was, until recently, a member of The Link
staff. He is now Policy Officer for NICVA (Northern Ireland
Council for Voluntary Action). He too was elected to The

Link Management Committee at the AGM He is married to
Lisa.

Adrian Dorrian is curate at St Marks. He has previously
worked with Youth Initiatives and joins The Link
Management Committee. He is single.

The Link Management Committee 2008

Eileen Askham (Chair)

Gale Moffett (secretary) Anne-Marie McClure
Stuart Faloon (treasurer) Rodney Morton
Derek Poole Eric Morrison
Gerardine Cunningham Adrian Dorrian
Alison Beggs Sally Campton

Jonny Currie



THE RIGHTS of the
BORN CHILD

The high-profile debates last month about
abortion raised important moral and ethical
issues here for the Church to consider in
relation to the rights of the unborn child. Both
the pro-choice and pro-life wings staged
protests, lobbied MPs and spoke out to the
media in frantic attempts to get their views
across. Christian lobbyists were particularly
active in the public domain. In the end the
majority of MPs in Westminster voted against
lowering the abortion limit, a massive
disappointment for many Christians.

However, national statistics released in June suggested that there is much work
to be done in relation to the rights of the born child. One in five children in
Britain are currently living in poverty - an increase for the second year in a row.
At a local level, the first major piece of work carried out by the Committee of
the Office of the First and Deputy First Ministers at Stormont was an enquiry into
local child poverty. It revealed that 10% of children in Northern Ireland are living
in extreme poverty and recommends that the Executive urgently draws up plans
to address this.

Of course, Government measures alone are insufficient. The Christian church has
done and can continue to play an important role in helping to lift children out of
poverty through their own youth programmes and by supporting holistic anti-
poverty projects such as The Link. There is also a role for Christians in the public
policy arena as well as on the ground. By choosing to focus sanctimoniously on
issues like abortion or sexual orientation, the church must not miss the
opportunity to lobby positively for social justice measures that will bring an end
to child poverty, thus living out the biblical command to:

“Speak up for all those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of those

who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and
needy.” (Proverbs 31:8-9)

Jonny Currie
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At Scrabo At Stormont

The Volunteers

Goodbye and thanks to June

Ards Mayor, Jim Fletcher Mayor Jim Fletcher gives
chats with Norma Reid Julia’s daughter her Mum’s

award badge





